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Joanne Kelley named Executive Director of Colorado Association of Funders

Denver  – Former Rocky Mountain News journalist Joanne Kelley has been named executive director of the Colorado Association of Funders, the nonprofit membership organization for foundations, corporations and other grantmakers throughout the state.
In her new role, Kelley will build on the work of the association in bringing people, information and resources together to promote effective and responsible philanthropy in Colorado. She will oversee development of monthly networking and education programs on such issues as health-care reform and poverty. An upcoming topic will focus on how foundations have begun to invest their assets in ways that support their philanthropic missions.

Kelley also will guide a collaborative effort among a diverse group of Colorado grantmakers to increase awareness and encourage dialogue about the role and impact of philanthropy. 

“Philanthropy plays a critical part in supporting the work of nonprofits,” says Dorothy Horrell, board chair of the Colorado Association of Funders and president of the Bonfils-Stanton Foundation in Denver. “Because we’re committed to being an integral part of the community, we want to make sure Coloradans understand who we are and what we do. Joanne’s background in storytelling and her familiarity with our work made her an outstanding choice for leading our efforts to raise awareness about philanthropy.”

At the Rocky Mountain News, Kelley covered several business beats and greatly expanded the newspaper's coverage of local charities and the foundation community. She created the Colorado Nonprofit 100 list and the Philanthropic Five, two projects aimed at measuring the vast reach of the state's nonprofit sector.

In commenting on her appointment, Kelley said: “I’m looking forward to working with such a broad range of groups to find common ground on issues that will help expand the reach of philanthropy in our state, especially in this difficult economic time.”

Kelley brings other experience to her new role. Before joining the Rocky, she worked for a Chicago-based management consultancy on a team that planned and hosted executive seminars. She was a founding editor/writer for Context magazine, a top-five finalist for the general excellence category of the National Magazine Awards. She spent several years as a correspondent for the Reuters News Agency in Washington, New York and Chicago. Kelley has a master of science degree from Northwestern University's Medill School of Journalism and a B.A. in Spanish and History from Wells College. She also completed a nonprofit journalism fellowship sponsored by the Knight Foundation at the University of Mississippi.

The Colorado Association of Funders has approximately 80 members and is committed to education and skill development; idea sharing and networking; resources for grantmakers; and collaboration among grantmakers. For more information, visit coloradofunders.org.
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